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PHIL IP. II. 20. 
Have no man like-minded, tho will 
naturally care for your State. 


ENEVOLENCE is an inclination and 
propenſity to ſeek the welfare and Hap- 
pineſs of others : and it is the glory of our 
Religion to repreſent it as a Divine and Human 
Excellence. Faith, Hope and Charity enter eſſen- 
tially into the Chriſtian temper ; but, in point of 
excellence and duration, the greateſt of theſe is 
Charity *, Take away this, and the profeſſion will 
fink in its gracefulneſs ; and the practice, in its 
nobleſt pleaſures. And conſequently Chriſtianity, 
as a Scheme of Benevolence, muſt appear the per- 
fection of all Religion. Every kind affection, 
every tender ſentiment, with which Nature and 
Reaſon can inſpire us, are here exalted; and 
form that Temper, which conduces to the im- 
proving and accompliſhing our own, and cue | 
happineſs; and is truely Divine. | 
The Apoſtle Paul would infinuate himſelf into 
his friends by the charms of this Benevolence. 
How does his Heart glow with love? How 
kind his language, and how moving his addreſs ? 
A 3 In 


= : & | = x Cor, Xlll, 13. 
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In his bonds he is mindful of the Philippians; 


ſends them this affectionate letter, and intimates 


his deſign of ſending Timothy to enquire into 
their State. Not merely to carry his compli- 


ments, but inform him of their Stedfaſineſs and 
progreſs in the doctrine of Chriſt. This was 
ſpeaking w them like a true friend, and making 


that profeſſion good, which you have in the be- 


ginning of this Epiſtle, God is my Record how 
greatly T long after you all, in the bowels of Fe- 


. 


To. procure the greater credit to his meſſen- 


ger the Apoſtle gives this amiable character of 


him, every way worthy of a Goſpel Minifter, 


I have no man like-minded who will naturally care 
for your State. 
© of like temper, and diſpoſition with myſelf, 


towlvyo bike .affetted 3 eue 


« in promoting the welfare of immortal ſouls. 


„9. d. You know how I have laboured 
s amongſt you; how ſolicitous I have been to 
lead you to Chriſt and Heaven; and been 


4. ready to poſtpone my own Eaſe, and conve- 


© nience, and even life itſelf ©, to ſerve you. In 


* mypreſent circumſtances I can teſtify my tender 
* and affectionate concern no better way than 


© by ſending one to you, who is alter idem, 


© the ſame as myſelf ©, die Yung ios Wepruarioe 

ho will Ancerely care for you. In him you 

< will obferye the fincere, honeſt man; that 
: cc will | 


* * Chap. i. 8. D Ver. 17. . 1 Cor. xvi. 10. Ver. 22. 


So the adnoun, uſed ſubſtantively, is rendered, 73 Tas 


viii. 8. 


dnuſięas ayarns wat the Sincerity of your love, 2 Cor. 
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« will conſult your intereſt, more than your 
© humour ; and ſcorn either to flatter, or decerye 
© you. No Religion and its noble views will 

te be the chief object of his attention and zeal. 


24 mg} dh your affairs ; that I might bear 
« of your affairs, that ye ſtand faſt in one Spirit, 


* with one mind, ſtriving together for the faith 
© of the Goſpel *. f This is what I am ſolicitous, 
for, to promote your faith, encourage your 
mutual affections, and improve your joy. V 
© there be therefore any conſolation in Chriſt, 1 


% any comfort of love, if any fellowſhip of * | 


ce Spirit, if any bowels and mercies s, be united, 


ce be fteadfaſt, be growing in religion.” 


It was not their worldly intereſt, their wealth, 
honour and riches, which he was fo much con- 
cerned for; objects too low and mean to be 


proportional to the min:/terial Character but 
virtue, peace, and happineſs, the glory of the 
Redeemer, and the good of Souls, In many 
aſſages he ſufficiently explains what he meant 


y their affairs, the moral State of their Souls, 
their everlaſting concerns. He conſidered the 


temptations and trials they were now expoſed 
to, and therefore Is jealous, le be might run 
and labour in vain . It is as if he had faid, 
«a good 

o Chap. i. 27. 8 Chap. ii I, 2, 3. 
d 'Theſe fullowing paſſages are very expreſſive of his mean- 


ing For Gad is my record, how greatly I long after you all 
in the bowels of Jeſus Chrift, with an intenſe degree of true 


Chriſtian love. And this I pray, that your love may abound 
yet more and more in Knowledge and in all judgment ; ; that 


ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be fincereæ, 


and without offence. till the day of Chri i/t, being * ed _ 


* ——ũ——ĩ— — —ẽ . — — — — 
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* a good work was begun among you, I de- 
« fire to know whether it goes on; and whe- 


* ther you have made any advances 3 in the Di- 


« vine Life. You embraced the Goſpel of 
* Chriſt, which I preached, with great readi- 
« neſs of Mind. I ſhould with pleaſure re- 
* ceive the account of your firmneſs and con- 
« ſtancy in it, and that you have 40% no ground 


* ſince I left you. 8 


You have then, in this commendation of T1- 


motby to the Philippians, the true character of 


a Goſpel Miniſter. His governing principle is 
Love To SoULs : his great concern is to pro- 
mote their HoLINESS and EVERLASTING 
HAPPIN Ess, by the power and grace of Chriſt. 
On this occaſion it will be juſtly expected 
that I ſhould ſay ſomething of the Paſtoral 
Ofice ; but waving all other conſiderations of 
1 chuſe to recommend it as an Office 
of Charity and Benevolence. When Love go- 


verns our Hearts and labours, it will, in the 


trueſt manner, magnify our Office, and add a 


luſtre and dignity to it, _O the power of 
robes, 


the fruits o of righteouſneſs, with all the moral virtues, which 
are by Feſus Chriſt, commanded by his Authority, aſſiſted by 
his grace, and accepted through his meditation, unto the glory 
and praiſe of God. Chap, i. 8,—11. Let your converſa- 
tion be as it becometh the Gejpel of Chrift, that, whether I 
come and ſer you, or elſe be abſent, I may hear of your _ 
*[74 api du,] that ye + Hand faſt &c. ib. ver. 27. hat ye 
may be blameleſs and harmleſs, the Sons of God without re- 
buke, in the midft of a crooked aud perverſe generation. 

Among whom ſhine as lights in the world, holding forth the 


_ word of life, diſcovering its excellency and power in your 
Chriſtian converſation, Chap, ii. 15, 16, 
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Robes, Titles, and the loweſt Reverences. Where 
this love prevails, our Honour will be to be 

uſeful : and the great Contention, who ſhall do 
moſt Goon. Such was Paul's; ſuch was Ja- 
mothy's Character; let us deſire, my Brethren, 
to be like affected and diſpoſed, then we ſhall 
live to ſome valuable purpoſe, and certainly fi- 
niſh our miniſtry with Joy From the Words 
I ſhall take occaſion to illuſtrate and i 
this ſingle argument. 


Mat the Principle, which ſhould conſtantiy in- 
fluence and govern a Miniſter of 50 
Corift, 7s a fincere love to Souls. 


The WEIR is plain, but, I hope, not un- 
popular; common, but not for that reaſon of 
little moment: as "plain as common as it may 
be thought, it is the reviving of this Publick 
Spirit, that will be, under God, one means of 
retrieving the honour and power of Religion ; 
and render the Paſtoral Office a Publick Bleſſing. 
This is the Subject, I would now recommend 
to your Attention. I would not branch out 
the General method beyond this ſingle point, that 
I might interfere, as little as poflible, with the 
EXHORTAT10N, which you will expect in the 
cloſe of this Service ——In ſupport of it, let 
us enter into the following Reflections. 


FinsT, The Goſpel we preach is repug- 
nant to corrupt nature; and therefore to recom- 
mend it in an ee manner, would be 


- the | 
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the molt likely way to procure it attention and 


Succeſs.— Men have their favourite preju- 
dices and paſſions, which will diſreliſh many 
parts of our meſſages. The view we muſt give 
Sinners of themſelves will by no means pleaſe 
them. The deformities of Sin ; the terrors of 


God they ſuppreſs the thoughts of, as much as 


poſſible. To call them to Repentance | is to re- 
vive their guilt and fear, to perſuade them to 


renounce their corrupt inclinations and deſires, 
1s the ſame, as to perſuade them to fall out with 


themſelves. This of conſequence muſt create 
a prejudice againſt us; yes——this is the true 


ſource of all that malignity, which has ever 


appeared againſt a Goſpel Miniſtry. Carnal Men 
love their evil deeds too well to part with them, 
and will certainly hate thoſe, who have the ho- 
neſty and courage to reprove them. 
Many times we ſhall be obliged to accuſe the 
weakneſs and folly of mankind ; expoſe wrong 
characters and delufrve hopes. It is true we ſpeak 
in the greateſt name, and lay before men the 
concerns of Everlaſting Life and Death : but 
then thoſe things being diſtant will loſe much 
of their force upon thoſe, who walk by fight. 
Something preſent and ſenjible will be neceflary 
to engage a patient attention. Can we do better, 
in ſuch a caſe, to ſecure our eſteem with them, | 
than to let them ſee that we love them; that 
we defire above all things their comfort and 
Salvation; that we accuſe them without anger, 


and expoſe thoſe weakneſſes without a male-. 
en Spirit. 


When 


"E 4 * 
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When the Exhortation proceeds from cha- 
rity, and integrity of Heart, it will more ea- 
ſily and effectually inſinuate itſelf, And; ler 
me ſay, without ſome appearance of this tem- 


per, our reproofs will be called peevi/hreſs ; and 


our cenſures the effect of Pride. It is Love 
muſt ſmooth our way to the Hearts of men, 
and abate the Severity of Counſel : it is Love 
muſt reconcile them to hear unpleafing truths, 
and convince them, when we probe the wound, 
that it is with a friendly hand, to heal it the 
ſooner. However, whether men are pleaſed, or 
not, we muſt do our duty faithfully; with 
ſuch firmneſs of mind, with ſuch freedom of 
Speech, that they may know their Sins, and 
the blood of Souls may never lie againſt us. 
—— So when our Saviour pronounced the 
tremendous doom of Feruſalem, it was with 
compaſſion and tenderneſs; with a generous 
flow of tears i. 


SECONDL Y.- The Lf, the deftru&tion | 
of an immortal Soul, is a caſe that ſhould ſen- 


fibly affect us. A juſt ſenſe of this 1% is 


enough to move all that is compaſſionate in us. 
Me ſee what evils Sin brings upon human life; 


how it arms mens paſſions againſt one another; 
how it deſtroys order, equity, peace and friend- 


hip; the pleaſure and ſupport of Society. But 
what are thoſe evils to the ruin of the laſt -| 


day, when the Soul will be loſt to light and 

comfort ; to virtue and happineſs : when it will 

be baniſhed from the reviving preſence of God, 
8 5 B „ 


and 


Luke xix. 41. 
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and thruſt into perpetual ſcenes of miſery; when 
its own conſcious guilt will be a ſource of tor- 
ment; its own reflections, deſires and enflamed 
paſtions will make it a theatre of horror, from 
which there will be no retreat or remedy. This 
.wrath of God is revealed from Heaven *, and 
therefore not to be doubted; and by one, the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who came to prevent it, and 
therefore not to be flighted. 

When the Per/ian Monarch viewed his nu- 
merous army, conſiſting of ſome hundred thou- 
ſand men; he was touched, and wept at the 
thought, that moſt of them would be dead in 
a few years; and he found it true in a few 
months, by the laughter of war. Can we look 
over our Aſſemblies with an affected coldneſs, 
when we believe not moſt, but all of them muſi 
and before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt : an aw- 
ful enlightened Tribunal, where real Cha- 
rafters will be diſcovered, and an 7rrever/ible 
ſentence be pronounced, ſuch as will affect them 
for EVER. How anxious ſhould we be, leſt 
any of our Friends, any of our care, ſhould 
miſcarry. It is their duty to work out their Sal- 
vation with fear and trembling'. We cannot 
but ſhare with them in the concern; and fear leſt 
42 promiſe being left of entering into REST, they 
ſhould ſeem to come ſhort of it . 

Knowing the terrors of the Lord, we ſhould 
perſuade and beſeech men, to fly from the wrath 


| 7 come, We ſhould baſten them to eſcape out 
1 wal of 


| | & Rom, i; 18. Philip. ii. 12. Hab, iv. 1. 
of 


: * 

{| ;: 
1 0 * 
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of a ſinful State, as the Angel did Lot out of 
Sodom, and for the fame reaſon, becauſe there 
is a Storm of fire and brimſtone coming down . 
Others may plead ignorance ; want of ſkill or 
time to acquaint themſelves with thoſe things. 
How far their plea will be allowed, is not my 
' buſineſs at preſent to enquire. But by our pro- 
feſſion and office we are ſuppoſed to be well 
inſtructed in thoſe aftairs, and to believe the 
important iſſues of life. We are to communicate 
and impreſs this Knowledge, and can we do it 
without emotion? Can we behold the 7rifing, 
the indiſference, the fatal ſecurity of the world 
about us, without a S1gH ?—— Behold mul- 
titudes periſhing under a profeſſion ; dying 
amidſt the remedies of Life; %% under the ſeal 
of Baptiſm, without a Tea? | 
There is certainly a good deal of tenderneſs 
_ wrought into an human heart, and can there 
be an object of greater diſtreſs to affect it, than 
4 Soul in the broad way to deſtruction: yea many 
crowding on in that way, without apprehend- 
| yg their danger, Wide is the gate, and broad 
is the way, that leadeth to deſtruction, and many, 
there be which go in thereat b. 

There is ons dead in treſpaſſes and Sin, re- 
gardleſs of every admonition ; and calmly ſet- 
tled in his ſecurity. Fain would I awaken pro- 
per reflections in that Sou], and give him a fight 
of the dreadful miſery he is on the brink of. 
Oh that God would cloath his word with Salua- 
tion, and, what is ſpoken to the ear, direct 


B 2 effectu- 
9 Gen, xix. 16. y Mat, vii. 13. . 


* 
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effectually to the heart There is Ax o R 
whoſe heart is hard as a roch; proof againſt con- 
viction, and determined in the way to ruin. 
Could tears ſoften it, and make it ſuſceptible of 
good impreſſions, I could wiſh a perpetual 
Stream. Ob that my head were waters, and mine 
eyes a fountain of tears, that 1 might weep day 


and night, for the Slain of my people —— There 


is a THIRD earthy, proud, ſenſual, who defires no 
good but what is preſent ; who dreads no loſs, 

but in the confinement of his defires, and in the 
decay of his Senſes. How ſhall I convince 
him of nobler ends of Being, and fuller proj- 


pects of Happineſs? Oh for the Eloquence of 


an Angel, and the rapture of a Paul, to deſcribe 
the virtuous and rational pleaſures of the u pper 


world, and charm him to his duty, as the way 


to this happineſs! 

Why, my Brethren, are we not affected in 
ſome ſuch manner? The object is an immortal 
Soul, likely to be loſt, 4% to Virtue and Hap- 
pineſs ; ; oſt for ever. Did we ſee temporal life 


in ſuch hazzard, we ſhould naturally ruſh into 


Surprize and pity, and reach, out our hand to 


him, that is falling +. Is not this in itſelf, and 


its conſequences a more important caſe? The 
loſs of a Soul is full of horror; eternal per- 
dition, beyond the power of imagination and 
fear, dreadful. How painful the thought, what 


3 ſtall 4 man * in * for bis foul”, * 


THIRDLY, 


. 1. + Cadenti porrigo dextram. 


4 Mar, 5 xvi. 26. 
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TRIR DLV. — The greatneſs of our reward 
Challanges from us this affectionate care of Souls. 
Our Saviour's Kingdom is not of this World“, 
ſo neither is his Treaſury. He has great things 
in ſtore for thoſe that love him; for thoſe that 
bring others to love him. They are future in- 
deed ; but then their 7mmen/ify makes amends for 
that diſtance, and their Eternity will fully recom- 
ence patience and hope in waiting for them. 
All the Friends of Jeſus will be happy in his 
enjoyment and love: but the zn/truments of his 
providence and grace are encouraged to expect a 
ſuperior and exalted Happineſs. Thoſe, whom we 
build up in faith and holineſs, ll be our crown 
of rejoycing in the day of the Lord*, Whilſt we 
are adding crowns to others, we are adding jewels 
of the richeſt luſtre to our own. For they that 
turn many to righteouſnejs ſhall ſhine as the Stars 
for ever, and ever", The glory of Chriſt ſe- 
cond appearance will be diſtinguiſhing, and the 
miniſters of his Kingdom will have a ſhare of 
it derived to them. For when the cheif Shep- 
Herd ſhall appear, then ſhall ye receive a crown of 
glory, that fadeth not away V. 
Are thoſe his Encouragements, and ſhall not 
we believe and truſt them ? Is this the divine 
word, and ſhall we give it little or no credit: 
a word that is firmer than the whole frame of 
Nature ? Heaven and Earth may paſs away ; and 
all the glory of man fade as the graſs, but the 
| bs word 
John xviii, 36. * x Theſſ. ii, 19. Dan. xii, 3. 


* I St. V. 4. 
1 Pet. v. 4 5 
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word of the Lord endureth for ever. This is 
the word we preach, and it ſhould be the word 


that we fruſt. Would it be juſt to take the 


prize, without running for it; or expect the 
reward without the labour? If not then it 
becomes us to be zealous in this work, and to 
be very earneſt in perſuading men to be recon- 
ciled to God. Our expectations are great, fo 
ſhould our diligence and faithfulneſs be, It 
ſhould appear, that we have duely conſidered 
the meſſages we are to bring, and ſkiltully pre- 
pared them, with God's bleſſing, to move and 
perſuade : and that we are warmed into the 
ſame reſolution, as the Apoſtle, 79 ſpend and 
be ſpent very glady for mens Souls“. 


FouRTHLY,——We have the greateſt and 


. beſt examples to lead the way, in this concern 


for mankind. The ETERNAL Gop, ſupreme 
in all perfections; the moſt exceilent of all ex- 


cellent Beings, the 2% of all intelligent Na- 


tures; who wants ro contributions from his 
creatures, to add to his greatneſs and happineſs : 


| He condeſcends to expreſs the importunity of a 


Friend, and the affe&tions of a Father, in ſeek- 
ing our good. What he commands by his Au- 
thority, he ſweetens and endears by his love. 
With what divine pathos is that meſſage deli- 


vered ? As I live ſaith the Lord God, [the aſ- 


ſeveration intimates its certainty and import- 
ance, | | 


. 7 2 Cas. Xii, 15. { will very gladly ſpend 
and be ſpent for your Souls, ſo it is in the __— Vid, Motto 
in the Title. 
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ance, ] I have no pleaſure in the death. of the 
wicked, q. d. I have not originally in myſelf, 
© any fatisfaftion that can ariſe from ruin; any 
* glory that can reſult from the deſtruction of my 
ee creatures, I made them to be happy, and 
e furniſhed the creation about them with a va- 
< riety of bleſſings, to contribute to that deſign, 
« ] have manifeſted myſelf to them in all ages, 
ce to deliver them out of a ſtate of darkneſs and 
© corruption. And therefore might well aſſure 
e them, that my deſign; my defire is that 92 
wicked turn from their evils ways and live. Turn 
ye, turn ye from your evil ways, for why will 
ye die, O houſe of Iſrael*. How wonderful is 
the intreaty of a God? How aſtoniſhing is this 
divine importunity ? His Angels, his Providences, 
his Meſſages are all charged with the fame 
deſign. 

The BIESSED RD EUER! is a moſt e 
tionate Lover of Souls. It was Love that brought 
him down to tabernacle in our fleſh ; to 
live for our inſtruction, and die for our fins. 
It was Love that engaged him to be unwearted 
in labour, and invincible in ſuffering. Not ho- 
' nour, and riches, and power could raiſe a ſpark 
of ambition in his ſoul. A nobler deſign poſſeſſed 
him, namely, to repair the ruins of the moral 
world ; to ſeek and to ſave thoſe that were loſt. 
This he made his daily work : this he found his 
chiefeſt pleaſure. Succeſs gave him joy: abſlruc- 
tion from the hardneſs of mens hearts, made 
him grieve, ——Should not the Diſciple be as his 
Maſter; 


| M Ezek. xxxiii. 11. N 7 1 * nad 2 


6 | the Ns 6 che 
Maſter ; and the Servant as his Lord *, earneſt 
and affectionate? Are we to beſeech men in Cbhriſt 


flead®; and ought we not to do it i Chris 


Spirit, with tenderneſs and love. How illuſtri- 


ous this part of his character; Love to Souls / 


Love ſo active, fo intenſe, ſo unlimited and di- 


vine, as to exceed all our compariſons and 


thoughts. 
St. Paul was animated by the ſame gene- 


rous motives: was active and zealous for the 


good of Souls. When he thought of his own 
Country-men, their blindneſs and obſtinacy, 
Nature and Grace both conſpired to raiſe and 
enflame his affections towards them. Brethren, 
my heart's defire and prayer to God for Tjrael, is 
that they might be ſaved*, So ſtrong and flow- 
ing was his paſſion for their happineſs, that he 
could expreſs it no other way than by an Hy- 


perbole. I could wiſh myſelf accurſed from Chriſt, 
- my: Brethren, my Kinſmen according to the 


We were willing, ſays he to the Theſ- 
os to have imparted to you, not the Goſ-. 
pel of God only; but alſo our own Souls, becauſe 

were dear unto us*, And to the Philippians 
juſt before the text, and if I be offered upon the 


Sacrifice and Str uit F your Faith, though my 


blood was to be the drink-oftering to accom- 
pany the Sacrifice and Service of your Faith, 
T rejoyce s. Not bonds or impriſonments, not 
the froum of power or the forms of death 
could check the generous Flame. Neither count 
re. 24, 25.. 2 Car, v. 20. 4 Rom, x. 1. 
Rom. ix. 3. 1 Theſl, ii. 8. 5 "Os 17. 
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T my life dear, ſo that I might finiſh my courſe 
with joy, and the miniſtry I have received", 
Though we cannot reach thoſe ſublime beights 
of zeal, we ſhould keep them in our Eye, and 
our Eye ſhould affe& our hearts, We ſhould 
defire to follow a Paul, a perſon of diſtinguiſhed 
honour and grace in the Church. We ſhould 
endeavour to be like our mafter in the moſt 
amiable part of his Character; and imitate the 
moſt Perfect Being in mercy and goodneſs. 
And whilſt we are doing this, Experience will 
convince us, that we are conforming to the true 
meaſures of Duty, Honour, and Happineſs. 


FirTHLY,—Such an affectimate care for 
Souls would facilitate our work, and derive a 
good influence upon our own Temper in the 
conduct of it. This certainly muſt be a rigbt 
principle of action, which promotes, and pre- 
pares for the great ends, we ought to have in 

view, the glory of God and the good of Souls, It 
doth this in ſeveral reſpects, for inſtance, 

I.) It will give us the moſt exalted pleaſure 
in the midſt of labours. How pleaſing muſt 
it be to think, we are ſerving thoſe we love; 
and in their beſt intereſt too, their eternal hap- 
pineſs? We can expect nothing leſs than to be 
fully employed. Thoſe that are: weak muſt 
be treated with gentleneſs; and thoſe that h. 
poſe tbemſelues, with meeneſs. The 1 
require compaſſion; the dejected, comfort. And 
all are to be encouraged in the knowledge and 
| "2M = way 
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way of Salvation, We can propoſe nothing 
leſs than t ſpend and be ſpent in this ſervice". 
And generally the Flame of life ra ener 
in us, than other men. 
There is nothing ſo likely to keep up our 
Weng and cheartulneſs,* as lo ç For where 
this exerts itſelf, it engages the force of the 
animal paſſions and affections, as well as the intel- 


lectual, and by that means increaſes its own 
moment. Hence it is, that /ove is ſo active and 


enterprizing a paſſion : : is able to raiſe us above 
our infirmities, and turn a labour into delight, 
Labor ipſe voluptas ; or to arm us with 
patience and reſolution againſt real difficulties, If 
we love immortal Souls we ſhall bethink no 
pains to ſecure their happineſs, and even forego 
our own eaſe to promote their /a fety. This is 
its power in common life. 

2.) It will make us patient under any un- 
kind treatment, or neglect, we may poſſibly 


meet with; The the Servant of the Lord muſt 


be gentle to all men—— patient x. Some litile in- 


cidents in life; or, perhaps, forme better ac- 


quaintance with our imper fectioms, may lower 
us in the Eſteem of our friends. But if they 


ſee, at the ſame time, that we love them, and 


that our principal view is to do them good, B 
muſt incline them to candour, and to put the 


moſt favourable conſtruction on our actions. 


3.) This affectionate temper would render our 
other qualifications more amiable, important and 
5 eful. It would be a kind of ſeaſoning to preſerve 


them 
3 Cor. — © © OY 


* 
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them from corruption: preſerve wiſdom from de- 
generating into craft, and eloquence from ſinking 
into flattery ; prevent Learning from claimiog 
undue honours, and ſuperior Credit from project- 
ing ſchemes of intereſt or power, Thus it would 
preſerve great abilities in their integrity, honour 
and wſefulneſs ; as well as throw out a mantle to 
cover /eſſer faults. 

4.) It would always have this good Effect upon 
us, to keep the great Ex Ds of our miniſtry in 
view. We are to watch for ſouls as thoſe that muſt 
give an account i. Their ſafety and happineſs are 

really intruſted with us, and will in great meaſure 
be affected by the manner of our addreſs. We 
dare not. in ſuch a Truſt, be negligent, curi- 
ous, trifling, or daub with untempered morter n. 
The ſaving of Men's ſouls ſhould be ever up- 
permoſt in our thoughts. This ſhould be the 
ſpirit and turn of every Sermon we preach, and 
of every prayer we offer up. 

We are to declare to our People the whole 

countyl of God  ; his reconcilableneſs to man, the 
wiſdom and goodneſs of this dilpenſation; his 
ſovereign act of indemnity and free pardon of 
faſt fins , offered on the condition of Faith only, 

and the conſequent admiſſion of ſuch as believe, 

to the Privileges and Bleſſings of the Goſpel 
State; his abſolute, invariable injun&jon of Ho- 
lineſs and virtue, in connection with this faith, 
and the conſequent admiſſion of ſuch as are Boh, 
to the PR and Bleflings of the heavenly 
S2 .:.; 


„ Heb dilly, . Enokcomiic28, ib Ab HN 
Rom. iii, 245 25, *. 
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State, We are to convince them of the neceſ- 
ty, propriety and excellency of the mediator ; 
and the influences of his Spirit: to offer every 
conſideration that will expoſe the evil and dan- 
ger of iin; or recommend the amiableneſs and 
obligation of FHol:neſs. 
'| We are to ſhew them particularly, that Ho- 
| Yn is the proper fruit of Faith, and the ge- 
nuine temper of real Religion; and that it is 
impoſſible to be happy without an inward diſpo- 
fitton for happineſs. No Church upon earth; 
no forms of Knowledge or piety ; no vſe of 
| facraments; no reliance upon God's mercy, or 
= Chri/t's merits ; no flattering pretences whatever, 
can give us any ſolid hope of Heaven without 
Haines. It is this rectitude, purity, and inte- 
| grity of heart and life, which all the pœſitive 
and inſtrumental parts of Religion look to as 
| their end; and which every Chriſtian ſhould 
make the conſtant object of his defires and en- 
| deavours, in dependance on the Grace of the Re- 
Il geemer. 5 1 


Unleſs we preſs forward Zhis end, we ſhall 
| not ſhewa proper regard to our. inſtructions; 
nor difcover our love to Chriſt and our faitbful- 
l| eſs to the ſouls of men.——If inſtead of this, 
| we. indulge. to curigſities of Explication, and 
! appear in the pulpit to be admired for fine turns 
of thought and expreſſion. If our. cheif con- 
ceirn be, to point men's Zeal to the diſtinctions 
of a party, and flatter their prejudices: what is 
all this but digreſion from our main purpoſe, 
But is this doing our nuſters work, or our own ; 

| | LOS EDS $1). 16. ue 
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is this edifying the body of Chrift, and graſpin 
ſouls for heaven ? When we look over our A/ 
ſemblies let us freely admit the thought, © per- 
* haps there are ſome before me who are fe- 
te cure, ſome doubting, ſome declining, ſome 
* that may be damning themſelves : and ſhould I 
ce propheſy /mooth things; ſhould I forbear to 
© ſhew them their ſin and danger? Love t 
ſouls would engage us conſtantly to urge on the 
great deſign of Religion. The reaſon why men 
are no better, is not, becauſe they do not know 
their duty ; but becauſe they have no mind to 
praiſe it. We ſhould therefore reduce all our 
ſpeculations to practice, and ſupport that with 
all perſuaſion, importunity and fervour. 

5.) It would procure to us Reputation and 
Efteem, more than any thing in the world. The 
_ dignity, value, and ſupport of every Character 
is its z/efulneſs; and to love the ſouls of men 
zs to defire in the nobleſt manner to be uſeful. 

Various ſchemes have been formed to aggran- 
dize the miniſterial Character, ſuch as that of 
a linea! Succeſſion from the Apoſtles ; the va- 
lidity of ordinances in one particular faſhion 
only ; the indelible Character; more ſublime and 
refined notions of Religion, Titles, Robes, &c. 
here is a ſhorter and truer way than all 
this, to riſe in the e/eem of mankind, and that 
is to let them ſee, that our hearts defire and 
prayer is, that they may be ſaved: that we 
breathed the Primitive Apoſtolic Spirit, I /eek 
not yours, but you”. This would make ſmall 

abilities 


E 2 Cor. Xii, 14, 
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abilities important; and great ones ſhine : be- 


cauſe both ſo immediately applied to the nobleſt 
charity in the world, the Salvation of Souls. 
From thoſe conſiderations, I hope, it appears 
that an affefionate concern for the ſalvation of 
ſouls is not only an indiſpenſible duty; but a 
Virtue of the firſt rank, and the moſt eſſen- 


_ tral quality of a Criſtian Paſtor. This is Dig- 


nity; this is true Greatneſs of Mind, which 
extends itſelf to the wants of others, rejoyces 
in communication, and ſcorns the felfiſh view 
of engroſſing all happineſs to itſelf.— Yes, 
this is a temper God{e and truely Divine, I 
proceed now to the 


APPLICATION 


Of this ſubject. And if this is not only a 
rigbt principle of action; but highly conducive 
to the ſucceſs of our miniſtry ; theſe followtng 
refleftions will, J apprehend, naturally reſult 
from it. _ | 

1.) It will follow from hence, that ſomething 
more is NECESSARY, to qualify a Perion for 
the miniſtry, than Learning ; or a regular call 
and 7nveſiiture from Men, namely, inclination 
and affection to the work. Though we neither 
neglect nor deſpiſe thoſe other things, yet in 


\ Judging of miniſterial qualifications, this of an 


znward diſpoſition and affetion appears as eſſential 
and important as tiny other. 95 

Fe , pon 4 
2 80 much, I conceive, the Church of England admits, 


by that queſtion which is aſked of thoſe who dedicate them- 
- 3 2322 ſelves 


* 
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It may indeed be abuſed by forward Pretend- 
ers: who may poſſibly think they have a right 
to preach, becauſe they have a great inclina- 
tion and defire to do ſo. And are not the be 

things liable to be abuſed and perverted by the 
weakneſs and folly of mankind? Learning and 
a regular Ordination, without a ove to the Souls 
of Men, is as much an intruſion and uſurpation 


ON 


ſelyes to the Service of the Church. It is in the office of 
ordination for Deacons, namely, do you truft that you are 
inwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt to take upon you this office, 
to ſerve God, for the promoting of his glory, and the eaify- 
ing of his people? Anſw. I truft ſo. I will not make 
my own refieCtions on this paſſage, but give the Senſe of 
it in Biſhop Burnet's words. The true meaning of it, 
« ſays he, muſt be reſolved thus. The Motive that ought 
<« to determine a man to dedicate himſelf to the miniſtring 
in the Church, are a Zeal for promoting the glory of 
God, for railing the honour of the Chriſtian Religion, 

« for the making it to be better underſtood, and more ſub- 
« mitted to. He that loves it, and feels the excellency 
« of it in himſelf, that has a due Senſe of God's goodneſs 
„ in it to mankind, and that is entirely poſſeſſed with 
that, will feel a Zeal within himſelf, for communicat- 

“ ing that to others; that fo the only true God, and Feſus 
“ Chrift whom he has ſent, may be more univerſally glo- 
5 rified, and ſerved by his Creatures, And when to this, 
© he has added a concern for the Souls of men, a tender- 
neſs for them, a Leal to reſcue them jrom endleſs miſery, 
and a defire to put them in the way to everlaſting bappi- 
neſs ; and from theſe metives feels in himſelf a deſire to de- 
dicate his life and labours to thoſe ends; and in order to 
them, ſtudies to underſtand the Scriptures, and more 
particularly the New Te/tament, that from thence he 
might form a true notion of this Holy Religion, and 
„ ſo be an able Miniſter of it: This Man, and only this 
Man, ſo moved and ſo qualified, can in Truth, and 
with a good Conſcience, anſwer, that he truſts he is in- 

wardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt,” 


Burnet's Paſtoral care Ed. 3. p. 98. 
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on the Paſtoral office, as the other. And let 


me add, many times, of more pernicious con- 
| ſequence. 

A man well affected, with a moderate ſhare of 
Knowledge and Learning, will have the plea- 
ſure of acting from right motives, and may 
be very ſerviceable to the intereſts of practical 
Religion; but a man of unqueſtionable learn- 
ing and abilities, who enters the Paſtoral office 
for convenience or intereſt, without this affection 
to ſouls, is not only wrong in his motzves, but 
muſt be cold and / rfeleſs in his miniſtry. If the 
heart is wanting, the man is wanting; his pub- 
lick Character is forced, and is duty will be 
all againſt the grain. He will Bave little incli- 
nation to fill his poſt, and wanting ſuch a. qua- 
lification, cannot be thought a Paſtor after God's 
own Heart. 

St. Paul ſays, he that defires the office of a 
Biſhop © : i. e. he that is led to it by inclination, 
and generous motives. St. Peter deſcribes the 
Chriſtian Miniſter to be one, that feeds the 
flock of God, not by conſtraint, but willingly :- not 
for filthy Jucre's ſake, but of a ready mind*. And 
it is obſervable, that before our Saviour gave 
Peter a charge to feed his ſheep, He aſked him 
three times whether he loved him : reaſonably 
preſuming, that none were fit for this ſervice, 
: who did not love the Maſter, becauſe none 
baut ſuch would cordially "Ef take care of his in- 
1 ws and Friends. 

You 


r Jed. is. © 2 Tin. ii. . 
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You ſee this inward inclination and defire to 
promote mens eternal Happineſs, is not a qua- 
liſication accidentally mentioned; but expreſsly 
required in a Miniſter, by the Author of aur Re- 
ligion himſelf. They do not ſeem aware of 
this, that make ul and void their Miniſtrations, 
who are not only inclined and willing to devote 
themſelves to this ſervice; but are ſufficiently qua- 
lied with Learning and Abilities: who have 
been ſignally owned and bleſſed by God in turn- 
ing many to righteouſneſs. How unkind is it 
to invalidate their miniſtrations? When it is 
allowed, that he unworthineſs of Miniſters can- 
not hinder the Effet of the Sacraments". And 
if moral evil in the inſtrument cannot, much 
leſs can an irregularity (ſuppoſing it ſuch in 
one ceremony of Religion, that of ordination. Eſ- 
pecially if we conſider, this one ceremony does 
not really make Miniſters ; ; but only aeclares, 
notifies and makes publick what is, as to the chief 
qualifications, already exiſting + Beſides the 
Principle, on which the validity of orders is ſome- 
times founded, viz. 4 lineal Succeſſion derived 
from the Apoſtles, muſt needs fill the minds of 
men with endleſs ſeruples, diſtractions and fears, 
For if this Succeſſion ſhould be at any time in- 
* ferrupted and broken, (and one would imagine 
that Idolatry, impiety, and abominable wickedneſs 
in the Church of Rome, through which we muſt 
paſs, ſhould make this chaſm) it muſt leave us 
D in 


| u Art. xxvi. 
4 See the Public Form for Ordination of Prieſts, 2 175 


the Biſbop's replies to the Perſon, who preſents them te 


him, 
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in great perplexity and confuſſonv. But what- 
ever men think of us, if we can approve our- 

| ſelves 


I ſpeak with the greater freedom of the indelible Cha- 
racter and lineal ducceſſian, becauſe many of our Conforming 
Brethren, eminent for Piety and Learning, think no better 
of them than we do ; as things abſolutely incapable of proof, 
without a certain Regiſter, or an infallible Fudge; and 
which muſt unavoidably lead men into infinite Scru- 
ples: and even to doubt whether there are any real mi- 
niſters, or any valid Ordinances in the Chriſtian Church at 
this Day. ; Sapp: was in the College of Apoſtles, and 
if once a Prięſt, always a Prieſt be true, then nothing but 
death could obliterate his Character. The Scripture gives 
us quite another notion of the matter, and informs us that 
he Joſt it not by death; but tranſgreſſion. That he might 
take part of this miniftry and Apeſileſhip, from which Fudas 
by tranſgreſſon fell. Acts i. 25, This ſhews that the indelible 
Character is a mere Chimera; for vice will effectually can- 
cel and evacuate the minifterial Charafter, —I am very 
ſenſible thoſe points have been ſufficiently expoſed. We 
know from what guiver ſuch arrows are taken, even from 
the ſame, as the Intention of the Prieſt neceſſary to the 
validity of Sacraments, Thoſe were the favourite to- 
picks in thoſe Re1G6Nns, when Popery and Arbitrary Power 
were the objects aimed at! ſincerely deſire the ceſſa- 
tion of Strife amongſt Protęſtants, which contributes only to 
alienate mens affections from one another, and imbitter 
life. And I cannot but wiſh the Revd. Mr. 7/hite had better 
employment for his Time and Talents, than to beat his fellow 
Servants, as he has lately done; and give vent to an angry peeviſb 
temper, eſpecially when he ſeems to 4now ſolittle of us, or our 
Principles. The odious, and unjuſt charge of Schiſm never 
fails to come into the lump of Scandal; but then tho/e Gentle- 
men {ſhould conſider, that the Papiſis charge Them, with the 
ſame things, with invalid orders, ineſfectual Sacraments, and 
damnable Schiſm. We apprehend their defence of themſelves 

againſt the Papi/ts, will as truely vindicate us; for inſtance, 
Mr. Chillingworth, that judicious, nervous and clear Reaſoner, 
thus very juſtly refutes the charge of Schiſm. To the Second 
& (the charge of. Schiſm) God hath neither decreed nor fore- 
& told, that there ſhall be always a viſible company of men 
free from all error in itſelf damnable, Neither is it always 
* of 
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ſelves to God, as good and faithful tewards, we 
need not be diſcouraged, The important day 
is haſtening on, when all Characters and preten- 


fions will be tried; and to the laſt tribunal we 
appeal, with the Apoſtle, for juſtifying the up- 
rightne/s of our intentions and views, in ex- 
erciling our miniſtry. With me it is a very ſmall 
5 D 2 thing, 
<« of neceſlity /chi/matical to ſeparate from the external com 
< munion of a Church, though wanting nothing neceſſary: 
« for if this Church, ſuppoſed to want nothing neceſſary, 
require me 70 profeſs againſt my conſcience, that J believe 
<< ſome error, though never ſo SMALL and INNOCENT, 
< which I do not believe; and will not allow me her Com- 
& munion, but upon this condition: in this caſe, the Church 
„for requiring this condition is SCHISMATICAL, and 
«© not I for ſeparating from the Church.” Chillmgworth's 
Religion of Proteſtants, Preface, and his anſwer to N. N. 
$. 43.——Though a Church be not free from all error and 
imperfection, and Charity might incline me to communi- 
cate with that Church: yet if ſhe makes it a term of her 
communion that I receive or approve ſuch Error, then 
| ſhe lays me under a neceſſity, either of ſeparating from 
her, or of violating my integrity. And when once a man 
can do this, violate his integrity, in a ſmall matter, he is 
prepared to do it in any matter. Mr, Chillingworth here 
ſuppoſes the Error to be ſmall, and innocent, but who muſt 
be JuDGE; whether it be an error at all, and of what im- 
portance ? If the Church; then ſhe will determine, that 
ſhe requires no error; if the honeſt, plain Chriſtian ; then, 
whilſt the error appears to him, he can, by his Separation, - 
be guilty of no Schiſm. This, I apprehend, muſt be the 

| iſſue of this controverſy.— Would to God thoſe alterca- 
tions and debates were at an end We are ready to ho— 
nour the Piety and Learning of the E/tabliſhed Clergy; to 
give them the right hand of fellowſhip ; and to wiſh them 
all Succeſs in their miniſtrations. And, methinks, the 2. 
norance, the corruption, the want of an inward ſenſe and 
experience of the acknowleged Principles of Religion, too 
obvious amongſt all denominations of Chriſtians, ſhould 
unite our Efforts to revive and ſpread Real Piety; and reſ- 
cue immortal Souls from eternal Perdition, | 
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thing, that T ſhould be judged of you or of mans 
judgment. For he that judgeth me is the Lord*. 

2.) It follows, ſhould Paſtors perſecute men, 
and pretend to do it out of ſove to their Souls, 
it would be the moſt wicked, and wonfrous 
abuſe of their Character. The Perſons, who 
conſtitute the bloody, and helliſh Tribunal of 
the INQuIs1T1o0N, are Prieſts. They pretend 
to regular orders, and miſſiun from Chriſt, and 
yet deſtroy thoſe for whom Cbriſt died; they 
pretend Charity, when they are ſhewing the moſt 
aſtoniſhing cruelty ; and authority too, when they 
are deſtroying the natural Rights of Mankind. 

But neither their Miſſion, nor Orders, nor 

Authority can come from Chriſt. He challenged 
no ſuch Power himſelf. He left no directions 
to any after Him, to ſet up Eccleſiaſtical Courts; 
any High Commiſſi toner ; any infallible Fudge, 

. to cenſure JoDICIALLY thoſe who did not 
believe his Religion. So far was he from any 
ſuch deſign, that he declares himſelf to quite 
a contrary purpoſe. If any man hear my words 
and believe not, I judge him not, 1 adjudge him 
not to pains and impriſonments ; I confiſcate 

not his eftate, or hurt him in his perſon, ſub- 

ſtance or life: for I came not to judge the world, 
but to ſave the world. Kindeſt Saviour, ever 
merciful, ever good! He that rejefteth me, and 
recei verh not my words, hath one that judgeth | 

Zim, the word that I have ſpoken, the ſame * 

judge hits in the LAST Day £ 
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* Cor. iv. 3, 4. ? John xii. 47, 48. 
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When he diſcovered the aft tendency to Pride 
and Perſecution in his Diſciples, He rebuked it ; 


and once with an exemplary reſentment, ye * 


know not what manner of Spirit ye are of. 

The thing in itſelf is highly abfurd, to think, 
of convincing the Mind by reproaches, ſtripes, | 
and blows; of propagating Truth by the ſword 
and flames ; of forcing Religion, which cannot 
be acceptable to God, unleſs it be voluntary 
and free, Any Cauſe, which needs ſuch Sup- 

rts as thoſe, muſt be very weak, or very 
wicked ; or both, 

3 We may obſerve further, that the miniſte- 
rial office involves in it a Perſonal Obligation ; 
and requires a Perſonal attendance, and over- 
fight. There is no doing matters here by De- 
legates and Proxies. Every one is obliged for 
him ſelf 70 fulfil the miniſtry he has received, and 
to give diligent attendance to reading and prayer, 
for that End. Neither can I remember that 
there is the leaſt hint of indulgence to any, 
who are too proud, or too lazy to work in the 
Lord's vineyard. 

A Church may, indeed, be too large for the 
care of a ſingle Perſon ; or his age and infir- 
mities may be too great for conſtant labour. Is 
that caſe, he may call in one, or more to his 
aſſiſtance. But this will not deſtroy the Ræla- 
lation between a Paſtor and his People, Still 
he is obliged to do what he is able; to feed 
the flock of God; to inſtru, exhort and 
guide: he is ſtill the firſt i in Relation, and ſhould 
conſider himſelf as the FRO in duty, Ne- 
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ceſſity is laid upon me, ſaid an Apoſtle, yea, uo 


is unto. me, if I preach not the Goſpel *. 
Ordination is a ſolemn dedication of ourſelves 
to God, and the ſervice of his Church, and how 
can we be innocent if we do not live up to 
our engagements? We muſt watch for fouls, as 
thoſe that muſt give account *, not to Men, but 
to God; and would it be juſt to expect the re- 
ward, when we have not laboured; or hope to 
reap, where we have not /own——So did not 
our Saviour excuſe himſelf from duty, for he 
went about doing good*. So did not St. Paul, 
who for the ſpace of three years, ceaſed not to 
warn every one, night and day with tears c. 80 
did not Ignatius, who exhorts Polycarp to ſuch 
a perſonal acquaintance with his flock, that he 


might know them all by name. They filled 


their Station; they courted not eaſe and gran- 
deur : but were willing to bend and be ſpent for 
Souls, and fo ſhould we be affected. | 
4.) This qualification being ſo eſſential to a 
Goſpel-mmnifter, the Churches of Chriſt ought to 
have a principal regard to it, in the Cyorce 
of thoſe, who are to miniſter among them. Not 


Friendſhip, not Party, not Intereſt ſhould be 


the leading motives in this affair, but the glory 
of God, and the good of Souls. They ſhould 
defire to ſit under a convincing, ſearching, power- 


ful Miniſiry. Their eye ſhould be to one, that 


will deal faithfully and affeionately with them; 
one, that is likely to be moſt uſeful in promot- 
| : ing 


= x Cor. ix, 16, 2 Heb. xiii. 17. > Acts x. 38. 
* Acts xx. 31. Epiſt, ad Policarp. ; 


—— 
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ing the ends of Religion, in ſaving himſelf, and 


thoſe that hear him*. | 
I make no more doubt of a People's * right 
to chuſe their own Miniſters, than to chuſe their 
own Phyſicians and Lawyers; and for the ſame  * 
reaſon, becauſe they are to be at the expence ; | 
| nay, and for a better reaſon too, becauſe ſuch 
a Conſtitution will bring Miniſters and People 
into a cloſer dependence one upon another; pro- 
| mote an intercourſe of good Offices ; and excite 


| reſ- 
e I Tim. iv. 16. 2 
f By People here I mean a Church, or ſingle congregation, 
i, e. A votuntary Soctety of men, founding themſelves on 
the docirine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, delivered in the Hoh 
Scriptures, as their GREAT CHARTER, Eph. ii. 20. 
Such a Society muſt be voluntary, becauſe nothing deſerves 
the name of Religion, but what is free and unforced. Such 
a Society has an inherent right in itſelf of cbuſing Officers; of 
managing circùmſtantial affairs; of making regulations and 
| by-laws, not ſpecified in their original Charter, in ſuch man- 
ner as is canſiſtent with the general laws of Chriſtianity, and 
conducive, in their opinion, to decency, order ||, and Cn a- 
RIT YT. No other Form of Church Government has, T 
apprehend, a Divine Right in it. Such a People, Church or 
Society, in all religious affairs, is Independant of any other 
Society or Church; and of every other Power whatever; but. 
Chriſt Feſus, Lord and Head of his People.—Such a judgment 
of diſcretion, I conceive, belongs to particular Churches, as 
well as particular Perſons ; only with this difference, that the 
Judgment of Churches is to be confined: to ſuch act ions, circum- 
flances and appointments, as are left by their Religion in a 
State of Indifferency. But no Church has authority to make 
neo articles of Faith and new terms of Communion, which 
Chri/t himſelf never made; nor to zmpoſe their ſenſe of, or 
authoritatively explain thoſe Articles of Faith, and. Terms 
of Salvation, which Chri/? himſelf has made; nor to ad- 
judge or condemn to pains and penalties, thoſe who do not 
ſubmit to ſuch their interpretations. Vid. Sermon entitled, 
The Principles of Religious Liberty aſſerted, and the abuſe of 
them diſclaimed, where thoſe things are largely diſcuſſed. 
| | x Cor, xiv, 40. 1 Cor, xvi, 14. 


% 
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reſpect in the one, and an affectionate concern in 
the other. | 
That the People ſat in council; voted in the 
Election of Church-officers ; gave their /uffrage 
in ſpiritual matters, appears from the New Tefta- 
ment and the pureſt Antiquity When Judas's 
place was to be ſupplied, the Diſciples were 
conſulted, and appointed uo, one of which was 
to be determined by lot, to avoid the appear- 
ance of partiality, where the pretenſions were 
ſo equal s. The People fat with the Apoſtles 
and Elders in the firſt council, that was ever 
held in the Chriſtian Church. They conſented 
to the decree, that was then made; and their 
name is inſerted in the Title of it. Then it 
pleaſed the Apoſtles and Elders with the whole 
Church, to ſend, &c. And wrote letters by them 
after this manner. The Apoſtles, and Elders, and 
Brethren ſend greeting, &c ",——The election 
of Deacons was by the People. And it pleaſed 
the whole multitude, and they choſe Stephen, &c. 
Whom they ſet before the Apoſtles, and when they 
had prayed, they laid their hands on them. 
The meſſengers of Charity were appointed by 
the ſame authority. Who was alſo choſen of the 
Churches to travel with us, with this grace k. 
Thus it appears from the New Teſtament ; and 
1 believe not one inſtance can be produced to the 
contrary for three hundred years after Chriſt, 
of any Perſon acting as a Paſtor to any 
5 Church 


s Acts i. 155 23, 25. Acts xv. 22, 23. Acts vi. 5, 6. 
E 2 Cor. viii. 19. 


De Paſtoral Care. 33 

Church without their choice, ſuffrage, or con- 
ſent \. | | 
But then, in uſing this Right, People ſhould 
not be ſwayed by fancy, humour, or the influence 
of ſuperior friends. Nobler motives ſhould poſ- 
ſeſs them. The deſign of the miniſtry, ander 
Chriſt, is to promote univer/al holineſs and hap- 
pine ſe, and their aim ſhould be to chuſe one, 
who would be moſt likely to accompliſh zhzs 
. defign——One whoſe miniſtry might awaken 


dead ſouls ; enlighten blind minds; impreſs flu- 
pid conſciences : ſhew men the evil and danger 
of their ſinful ways; diſcover the /ymptoms of 


a carnal and ſpiritual mind, expoſe the variety 
and 


1 And when they (Paul and Barnabas) had ordained them 
Elders in every Church, &c. In this paſſage no mention is made 
of the People's choice, but this, I conceive, is evidently implied 
in the force of the word Yepolovigay)]es, which is tranſlated 
ordained. The word was made from the People's approv- 
ing their Magiſirates and Laws, by holding up their hands, 
at Athens. And hence the word came in general to ſignify, 0 
chuſe, to approve, &c, But when applied to popular aſſem- 
blies, it is moſt Dy 5 eee in it, its original 7. 
& (ici, dpyds) o Sins labs yerouen iy dey Eo i¹%, The 

* Magiſtrates, os People 1 3 /o by 
| Suffrage in their aſſemblies. Eſchin. in Cteſiph. 7. e ay 
j Sun L rile dsc y, n 71 xeipolom acc &r Th mewn Si,, age 
Beis C £4 e A malo hd n ie. T d NE²οõWn Sg 
amSues, &c, That it pleaſed the Senate and People of 
Athens, to the end the peace, which was approved by ſuffrage - 
in the firſt aſſembly, might be laſting, to take five ambaſſadors 
from all the Athenians ; and that they appointed by ſuffrage 
ſhould depart, &c. Demoſth. de coron. 9. The fame word 
is rendered to . 2 Cor viii. 19. And therefore the 
tranflation of the Paſſage above ſhould have included this 
idea in it, when they had conſtituted by ſuffrage Eiders in every 
Church, So Eraſmus, and Beza underſtood it; fo Tindal 
tranſlated it in his Bible, when they had ordained them Elders _ 


by Election in every congregation. 
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and power of temptations ; and ſhew both 
the principles, ends and manner which ſhould ac- 
company all their duties. One whoſe miniſtry 
might eſtabliſh them in virtue and goodneſs, and 
ſow that good ſeed, which would ſpring up into 
an harveſt of grace and glory : One that might 
lead them to ſee their need of Chri/?, his excel- 
lency and glory ; that might diſpoſe them more 
and more to a right temper, till they had zhe 
witneſs within u of the truth and power of Re- 
ligion. One, ſinally, that might aſit them 
in their difficulties, rev:ve them in their faint- 
ings, and encourage them againſt all their Fears. 
Thoſe are diſpo/itions and views which ſhould 
conſtantly influence a People's choice ; as moſt 
worthy the deſign of their Chriſtian Society ; and 
moſt adapted to that care and love of Souls, 
which has been juſt now recommended. By 
ſuch piety they would ſhew their w:/dom in the 
| beſt light, and prevent many unfriendly ſurmiſes, 
debates and ſeparations. 
F.) And laſtly——By this character of a 
Golpel Minifter it muſt appear that Pride, Ava- 
rice, and a bad Liſe are abſolutely incon- 
ſiſtent with it. 


Firſt. PRIDE ; Pride was not made for 
man, ſo poor, fo indigent a creature. Such is 
its malignity that it will throw the br:ghte/t name 
into a ſhade, and ve:/ great abilities. Pride 
affects diftin&ion, and appearance; but will the 
man, under this mfluence, teach others to deſ- 


piſe 


* 1 john v. 10. 
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piſe the pomps and vanities of the world, and 
become humble, unleſs it be to pay a baſe ab- 
miſſion to his Aickates and authority? Pride 
aficcts diſtance and will be accoſted with cere- 
mony : but is this the Man, to whom the poor 
doubting ſoul can apply, and open his caſe freely ? 
Pride affects power, and expects a defe- 
rence ſhould be paid to its opinion and judg- 
ment; but is this the man, who ll preach 
Chriſt Feſus LoRD ®, ſupreme Head and Govern- 
our in his Church ; or contend for the Liberty 
of Chriſtians from every yoke *? We can, cer- 
tainly, expect nothing from a proud Miniſter, 
but that he ſhould ve n „ and Lord 
it over God s Heritage. 


Secondly. AVARICE in a Miniſter will 
have as bad an influence. Is he not to call men's 
thoughts from earth to heaven 21s he not to ex- 
poſe the glittering temptations and | ſnares of lite ; 
but with how little Effect, when it appears that 
the world reigns in his own heart, and his ca- 
pacity of doing good-is directed by his zntereſt 2 
The moſt rational, the moſt heavenly and ſub- 
lime diſcourſe muſt loſe its energy upon ofbers, 
when it has no influence upon ourſelves. It is 
a truth founded in univerſal experience, that 
Miniſters can never preach up, what they them- 
ſelves Ive down. 

The Apotle Paul ſeverely cenſures both pride 


and covetouſneſs, and very juſtly ; _ the 
E 2 one 


= 2 Cor. iv. 5. » Gal.v. 1, John Epiſt. iii. 9, 
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but what reſults either from a dead formality, 
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one was not fit to follow an humble maſter ; 
nor the other to inculcate an heavenly Religion, 


Thirdly. A BAD LITE; this of all other 


things is the moſt oppoſite, and the moſt diſbo- 


nourable to the Paſtoral Care. How can we 
poſſibly imagine that he ſhould have any real 
concern for the ſalvation of others, who has 
none for his own ? In every view a wicked mi- 
niſter is a hurtful, pernicious creature, What- 
ever ſuperior advantages he poſſeſſes; whatever 


popular forms of orthodoxy and zeal he affects, 


it is all tarniſhed and polluted by his vice. 

A wicked miniſter is hurtful to himſelf. —— 
He muſt loſe the ſatisfaction of a good name, 
as he is out in his own profeſſion *, and profti- 
tutes a ſacred Cbaracter to mean Senſualities. 


—— He muſt loſe the pleaſure of a good work, 
He will be expoſed to other men's cenſure ; but 


moſt ſeverely to his own. He engages in a 
work, that puts a force upon all his inclinations, 
and neceſſarily obliges him to make diſagree- 
able reflections. He performs duties which muſt 
be his aver/ion, and recollects truths, which will 
give him ſecret pain. Every time he declares 
the judgments of God againſt ſinners, he reads 
his own doom, and the thought muſt neceſlarily 
recoil with ſome terror upon himfelf. There 
can be, certainly, no quiet in ſuch a fituation, 


OT 
Sic philoſophus ( fic Jeſu Chriſti Miniſter) in ra- 
tione vitae peccans, hoc turpior eſt, quod in officio, cujus 
magiſter eſſe vult, labitur, artemque vitae profeſſus, delin- 
quit in vita. J oO TOE & 
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or an atbeiſtical contempt, ——He is moſt likely 
of all men-to loſe his own ſoul. He is proof . 
_ againſt conviction, and his heart remains 2nſen- 
ſible, whilſt he is urging the uſual motives and 
arguments of Religion. And having acted the 

art of a confirmed Hypocrite, he cannot avoid 
his dreadful portion: even the loweſt Hell. | 
A wicked miniſter is hurtful to his People. If 

he falls, he will not fall alone ; but draw athers 
into the ſame condemnation.—— They will ſuffer 
by bis example, which uſually draws more pow- 
erfully than inſtruction, and ſpreads a general 
infection. Like people, like prieſt *——They 
will ſuffer by his un/ſ#z/fulne/ſs. He that under- 
takes to be a Minifter, before he is a. Chriſtian ; 
and to recommend truths, that he has no zafte, 
no reliſb of, will never make a workman, that 
needs not be aſhamed*, A Miniſter does not 
fave men by his Orders, any more than a Phy- 
fictan cures his patients by his Diploma. There 
muſt be an aptitude and fitneſs in the inſtruments, 
God makes uſe of. They are apt to teach, and 
fludy to approve themſelves both to God and Man, 
rightly dividing the word of Truth. They 
will ſuffer by his unfaithfulneſs ; for ſuch a per- 
ſon will be under the ſtrongeſt temptations 70 
corrupt the word of God and handle it deceit- 
fully", The effect of vice is always to con- 
found the diſtinctions of Goodand Ew); and re- 
tice from the /ight”. And as, in this Caſe, 
ſome form of Religion muſt be kept up, the 
f Hoſ. iv. 9. * 2 Tim. ii. 15,24. * 2 Cor, ii, 17. 
iv, 2, „John iii. 19, 20, | 
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objects of Superſtition or Bigottry will be eagerly 
embraced, to ſupply the place of true Religion. 
The Shibboleth * of a party will be pronounced 
with great exactneſs and propriety, * * 
queſtions, and endleſs genealogies, and ſuch li 
things, foreign to the buſineſs of ſaving mens 
Souls, will be dwelt upon. And what muſt 
the conſequence be, but that things of great mo- 
ment, the werghtier matters of the Law ? ſhould 
be neglected ; and love and good-w1ill be rooted 
out of the hearts of men, to make way for ſtrife, 
bitterneſs and a proud zeal. No doubt is to be 
made, but a wicked man, whatever his Cha- 
rafter be, will chuſe to converſe with ſuch ob- 
jects only, as ſhall be leaſt offenſive to his luſts. 

on the whole, it muſt follow, that a wicked 
miniſter ; 3 of whatever Party, is the moſt perni- 
crous, the moſt contemptible creature in the whole 
world. He can have no Authority from Chriſt ; 
it being impoſſible He ſhould ever intruſt an 
enemy with the care of his Intereſt : he deſerves 
no countenance from his Church ; it being un- 
reaſonable to expect his bleſſing, under ſuch an 
influence, when publick and known. They ſhall 
not profit this people at all *. 

I cannot ſee, the leaſt apology can be made for 
ſuch a Character. Our Saviour intended no ſuch 
thing, when he ſaid of the wicked Scribes and 
Phariſees, they fit in Moſes ſeat, all therefore 
hat ſoe ver they bid you obſerve, that obſerve and 
a ; but do not ye after their works . His 

mean- 


x Jie. We 7 Mat, xxiii. 23. fer. xxiii. 32. 
A Mat. xxiii. 1, 2. | 
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meaning is not, as Origen ſeemed to underſtand 
it *, mind what wicked miniſters preach ; but 
not how they live. He had quite another ob- 
ject in view, when he ſaid this. Moſes himſelf 
was no Eccleſiaſtical Perſon, His ſeat was the 
ſeat of Fuſtice, and thoſe in it conſtituted a 
Civil Court, Scribes and Phariſees * were lay-_ 
men as well as Prieſts; and though Prieſts 
were found in this Court, yet they did not fit 
there ſuo jure in their own right, but as 
other /ay-men did by Election. Our Sawour's 
meaning therefore is, if wicked men are in- 
ce truſted with civil power and authority; if they 
« impartially adminiſtred Fuſtice, and preſerved 
e publick peace and order, they ſhould obey 
e them as Magiſtrates, but not imitatèę them 
« as private men.“ | 
In fine, a wicked miniſter has, and can have, 
no miſſion, no authority from Chriſt. That paſſage 
diſrobes him of both, 70 the wicked, God ſays, 
what haſt thou to do, who called thee, who 
ſent thee, to declare my ſtatutes, or that thou 
ſhouldeſt take my covenant in thy mouth *, Though 
a wicked man ſhould aſſume this Character, he 
can have no right to it; for as Cicero reaſons of 
a corrupt and wicked citizen, a man's bein 
in a place will give him no right to be there, 
2 3 * when 
* Homil, in Ezechiel. ak 
The Phariſees were a Sed; and the Scribes a profeſſion 
of men following literature. And, as Dean Prideaux ob- 
ſerves, generally all, that were any way learned among 
the Fews, were in the time of our Saviour and his Apoſtles 


called Scribes. Connect. ii. p. 343.— Vid. Cunaeus de 
Repub. Hebr. 
| d Pfal, l. 16. 
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e hen in the due execution of laws, be ought 
© to be ſome where elſe ©,” | 
The 


| © Omnes ſcelerati atque impii, quorum tu te ducem eſſe 
profiteris, quos leges exilio affici volunt, exſules ſunt, etiamſi 
ſolum non mutarunt. Non igitur ubi quiſque erit, ejus 
loci Jus tenebit ; fi ibi eum legibus eſſe non oportebit. Cie. 
parad. 4. 
Ih be concern which J have expreſſed above for preſerving 
the moral Character in the miniſters of Religion is no more 
than is neceſſary; and what, conceive, all denominations 

of Chriſtians ſhould aſſert in the ftrongeſt manner. Neither 

would I be thought to in/inuate any thing, but what natu- 
rally reſults from the nature, deſign, and ends of the /acred 
function. I know of no Church, and no Age. but have ſhewn 
the ſame concern, and in as ſtrong terms, as I have done. 
The following Inſtances, of the many which might be pro- 
duced, will abundantly prove this, viz. 

Irenaeus ſays, Me ought to withdraw from thoſe Preſbyters, 
who ſerve their own luſis, and have not the fear of God in 
their hearts, &c. Preſpyteri, qui ſerviunt ſuis volupta- 
tibus, et non praeponunt timorem in Dei cordibus ſuis, &c. 
ab omnibus igitur talibus abſiſtere oportet, iv. 44. 

Cyprian gives us the judgment of a Synod upon the caſe, 
\ The people muſt not flatter themſelves, as if they could be in- 
nocent, in communicating with a wicked Prięſi. And after- 
wards, wherefore the people, in obedience to God's command 
and fear, ought to ſeparate themſelves from a wicked ruler, 

and not concern themſelves in the religious atts of a ſa- 
crilegious Prieſt. Since they eſpecially had the power of 
chuſing worthy Prieſts, and of refuſing the unworthy, or wicked. 
Nec ſibi plebs blandiatur, quaſi immunis eſſe a contagio 
delicti poſſit, cum ſacerdote peccatore communicans. 
Propter quod plebs obſequens praeceptis dominicis, et deum 
metuens, a peccatore Praepoſito ſeperare ſe debet, nec ſe 
ad ſacrilegi Sacerdotis ſacerdotia miſcere ; quando ipſa maxi- 
me habeat poteſtatem vel eligendi dignos Sacerdotes, vel i in- 
dignos recuſandi. Epiſt. 68. | 
The Church of England requires Te/timmials of the good 
= and converſation of Candidates, Can. 34. In the 
Title of one of her Articles ſhe ſays, indeed, the unworthi-' 
. "neſs of the Miniſters cannot hinder the effect of the Sacra- 


. ments, But then this can only mean tbat unworthineſs which 
| is 
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The Cloſe. 
Thus, my Brethren, 1 have urged that Prin- 
ciple, which, I concerve, ſhould animate all our 
Services. I have uſed great freedom, but then 
faithfulneſs required it, and you know the plea- 
ſure of that thought in all our miniſtrations, 
though Iſrael be not gathered, What I ſpeak 
to you, I would ſpeak to myſelf; and defire it 
might be impreſſed on my own heart, as well 
as yours, In things of everlaſting concernment 
nothing ſo neceſſary, nothing ſo defirable as to 
have things fairly repreſented, It is what we 
OE 1 do, 


is ſecret and unknown; becauſe it follows in the end of 
the ſame article, nevertheleſs it appertaineth to the diſcipline 
of the Church, that enquiry be made of evil miniſters ; and 
that they be accuſed by thoſe that have knowledge of their of 
| a" _ Jon being found guilty, by juſt judgment be de- 
poſed. Art. 26. | | | 
" Biſhop Bull affirms, the Prie/# that is not clathed with 
righteouſneſs, though otherwiſe richly adorned with all the 
ernaments of human and divine literature, and thoſe gilded 
over with the rays of a ſeraphick prudence and ſagacity, is 
yet but a naked, beggarly, deſpicable creature, of no Au- 
THORIT , 20 intereſt, no uſe, or ſervice in the Church of 
God. Viſit. Serm. 27. | oO 
The preſent Biſhop of Landon obſerves, that Miniſters 
| are to be conſidered as God's Miniflers, and to be received 
and reſpected under that character unleſs they forfeit their 
title to Reſpect, by living unſuitably to their Character. In 
_ which caſe, J am very far from recommending them either 
to your love or efteem, fince 1 know it is impaſſibls for 
| you to either ; there being no perſon ſo truely the object 
of Abhorrence and contempt in the fight of all good men, as 
a. miniſter of the Goſpel, who by his irregular life renders 
| 22 —— of bis Function and Character. Paſtor. 
t. 1. 1. : | | bs 
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do, or ſhould do, in acquainting our People 
| with their obligations; and we ſhould be as wil- 
ling to know our own. We ſhould all deſire 
8 to underſtand things as they are in the word of 
| God; juſt as they will appear at the /a/? day. To 
| decetve ourſelves in thoſe. things by a careleſs 
Examination of our Religion, or an implicit 
following of others, is as fooliſh, as it is danger- 
aus. If we have failed in our duty, it behoves 
us to enquire whether we have not firſt failed 
in our principle; love to Chriſt and the Souls 
of men. If we have neglected to give warning 
of danger; or pre/s forward the great ends of 
Religion. If we have miſſed any by holding 
out wrong lights; or giving an ill example, If 
this is the caſe, it becomes zs to be very humble, 
who have more ſouls to account for, than our 
own. If our conſciences bare us a different teſti- 
mony, we ſhould rejoice in our integrity. Beg 
„a coal from the Altar to revive the ſbark of 
love, and raiſe it to a fame. Aſk of God his 
© holy Spirit, to form our tempers more and more 
co our work; to give us both znchnation and 
ſucceſs in it: which, I doubt not, is the height 
of your ambition in this world, as it will be 
the crown of your happineſs in the next. _ 
You, that are our People, will ſee the manner, 
in which we devote ourſelves to Chriſt for the 
ſervice of your Souls. It is by Prayer, with ime 
| poſition of hands. Impoſition of hands was an 
ancient ceremony, and, among other views, uſed 
in appointing a perſon to a particular office || ; 
| as 


I Numb. viii, 10. xxvii, 18. Deut, xxxiv. 9. 
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as ſuch we uſe it on this occaſion. In the New Z 
Teſtament it was generally accompanied with 
ſome extraordinary divine gift ; but we diſclaim 
every ſuch pretence, and would not be thought 
to convey any ſecret character or grace. By 
thoſe ſolemnities we deſire to commend our Bre- 
thren to God's bleſſing and your Eſteem. We take 
this ava, and in this publick manner, to teſtify our 
approbation of ſuch Perſons ; chat we judge 
them able and faithful Men; and make known that 
they take part with us in this miniſtry, You ſee 
our ork is great, and our labour conſtant, 
that we do not bind heavy burdens, and grie- 
vous to be born, on your Shoulders, whilf We ex- 
cuſe our ſelves . You ſee our principle has a fa- 
vourable aſpect upon you and your intereſt. We 
| ſhould eſteem it our beſt recompence, our no- 
bleſt reward, to ſee you walking in the Truth, 
and growing continually in Faith and Virtue : 
to ſee you improving in every branch of Prac- 
tical Religion. It is an eaſy matter to be reli- 
gious, fo far as a profeſſion, and a form of Zeal 
and Knowledge can carry us. But to ſubdue 
our corruptions ; to command our paſſions ; and 
digeſt the truths of Religion into the very frame 
and conſtitution of our minds, this is the di- 
culty, this the labour, that will require our 
united Endeavours, and Prayers. 
Nu of this Church have choſen him to be 
your Paſtor, on whoſe account we are met this 
day. From @ long acquaintance, I have had 
with him, I can commend him to you as _ | 

that 


4 Mat, xxiii. 4. 
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that will fincerely care for your late, and be or 
| licitous to promote the great deſign of Real Re- 
A gien among you. 
Enjoy all your privileges with diligence and 
thankfulneſs. This is your accepted time ; this 
your day of Saluation. Remember you are 
accountable for all your advantages remember 
this day has an evening. | 
When He comes to you, may it always be 
in the fulneſs of the Bleſſing of the Goſpel of 
| Chbrift*; and under his miniftry, . T pray, t that 
your laue may abound yet more and more, in knows- 
ledge and all judgment, in a ſolid, rational, and 
effectual . that ye may approve things 
that are excellent; that ye may be fincere and 
without offence till the day of ice filled 
with the fruits of righteouſneſs, which are by 
re 
ich we beſeech Him to accompliſh tbrough | 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


* Rom. xv. 22. ed. i. 9,.— 11. 
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